MATH 307  

End of Term Survey Results
1. Which part of the course did you find most interesting? Why?

Sect 201

4 
markov chains

2
Google page rank system

2
applications

5
resistor networks

3
FFT/Fourier series

5 
Matlab

3 
long assignments

2
cubic splines

4
applications in general

Sect 202

3
Fourier series

4
Google page rank system

2 
Eigenvalues/eigenvectors

2. Which part of the course did you find least interesting? Why?

Sect 201

3 
Matlab 

4
DFT/FFT/Fourier series

2
discretization/finite difference

Sect 202

2
DFT/FFT/Fourier series

3
cubic splines/interpolation

4
discretization/heat equation

3. Which one of the long homework assignments did you do? 





Sect 201 (N=24)
Sect 202 (N=15)   
Overall (N=39, enrolled N~80?)

 

Did both

10


4

36%




Did one

5


6

28%

 

Neither


9


5

36%

If you only did one or none of these assignments, what would have made you attempt/complete them?






Sect 201

Sect 202 

Overall






Did 0 
Did 1

Did 0
Did 1

· More time

6
3

3
4

41%

· More marks

2
2

0
1

13%

· Other (specify)
2
1

2
1

15%

Other reasons:

3 More help (hints, template code, more detail on what to do, how to use Matlab, more explanations in class

1 Better understanding of the material

1 allow late submission for partial marks

1 less computer intensive

4. Would you have liked to have more assignments like the ones mentioned in Question 3?






Sect 201

Sect 202 

Overall





    Did  0    1    2
    Did  0    1
2

Did 1 or 2

· Yes


1    1    6

1    5    0
 33%    

· No, why?

7    4    4

4    1    4
 33%

Reasons:

14 
time consuming, too long

6 
too difficult, not enough help  

4 
not familiar with Matlab, not enough Matlab background






3 
somewhat redundant and unnecessarily difficult

1 
too computer intensive (it’s a math course, not cpsc)

5. What Linear algebra course did you take prior to MATH 307?   





Sect 201
Sect 202

 □ MATH 152  
0

0

 □ MATH 221 
20

9

 □ MATH 223             4

4

 □ Other

2

2

    5a. Do you think it prepared you adequately? Why?



Sect 201
Sect 202


Yes 
17

10


No
2

5

    5b. Was there too much overlap with MATH 307? If so, which were the overlapping topics?





Majority replied:  No significant overlap

Markov chains

Fourier series

Eigenvectors

Aspects of basis

Orthogonality

Subspaces

8. On a scale from 1 to 5 (where 1 is not difficult at all   and 5 is very difficult) how difficult was using MATLAB to do homework assignments?     
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Sect 202


9. How do you think this course could be improved? 

4
More/better instructions on how to do the Matlab part  (not enough background knowledge on Matlab)

5
a lab/tutorial for Matlab

1 
no Matlab on tests

1
final Matlab project

1
less overlapping ?

1
more info on numerical/rounding errors

1
HW due at the end of the week so can get help during the week

1
more template codes for new users

1 
more background for long assignments

1
more examples for more intensive Matlab problems

2
textbook

3
more in-class examples different from examples in online notes/examples on homework-type problems

1
a pre-req matlab course 

1
more time on applications/less applications

1
formula sheets into exams

1
more weight on assignments

1
less matlab

1
more Matlab in class

1
more relevant practice midterms
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