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Specific activities performed by STLF
1) Professional development 

· Attended most of the weekly reading group discussions 

· Attended weekly STLF meetings

· Met with Raymond Lister, STLF in CS, partner for the MetaSTLF meetings.

· Attended talk by R. Bjork and following dinner on September 30.

2) MATH SEI general meetings/activity

· Attended weekly progress meetings with the Math CWSEI group 

· Attended monthly meeting with Carl and the Math CWSEI group on September 21

· Met with the CWSEI TA to discuss her involvement – main duties will include setting up online surveys and collecting and analysing data from surveys. 

· Developed online surveys (together with Paul Ottaway) to assess the computer labs in MATH 102 (Differential Calculus with applications to life sciences): The course has 6 biweekly labs, the lab instructor is interested in collecting data about student satisfaction after each lab, so we created a set of online surveys using the new UBC survey tool. 

· Updated Math CWSEI webpage (www.math.ubc.ca/~cwsei)

3) Course-specific meetings/activities

     MATH 180/184 Workshops Project:

1. Attended weekly meetings with course instructors and workshop coordinator to discuss course pace and topic for upcoming workshops.

2. Prepared weekly drafts of problem sets for the upcoming workshop. Drafts include some new problems and problems from past workshops, each workshop covers material taught in class the previous week and problems cover a variety of suitable applications (physical sciences for Math 180 and economics for Math 184). When time allows, drafts for solutions are also prepared. Drafts are discussed with workshop coordinator weekly and feedback on proposed problem sets is also collected from Head TAs and IIC’s; problem sets are then finalized by workshop coordinator. 

3. Met with Head TAs and workshop coordinator to collect general feedback on how the workshops are working out this year and discuss strategies to collect and archive feedback from TA on specific workshops. 

4. Attended debriefing meeting with workshop coordinator and workshop TAs on October 7.

5. Attended two workshops per week to observe how students work through the selected problems. 
6. Coded student interviews that were conducted last semester. (need to write up results)
7. Read some literature on mathematical problem-solving. (might write a summary of what is known about problem-solving in the literature)
   MATH 307 – Applied Linear Algebra:

1. Attended lectures to collect questions posed by instructor/students and to observe students engagement. 

2. Met with R. Froese (IIC), to discuss class observations and plan student surveys.

3. Reviewed weekly assignments and first midterm exam and compared them with specific course learning goals, suggested edits to topic-level learning goals to improve clarity;

4. Completed short Matlab/Octave tutorial to help students get started on the software. 

5. Prepared first online survey to collect data on student experience with their initial impact with the software (most of these students are first-time users of Matlab)

6. Searched for strategies to improve how theoretical material can be delivered in this applied course. Some of the theory of linear algebra is presented in an abstract way and to students it may result disconnected from the applications.

Current Project Status (material was prepared by either STLF or other members of the MATH SEI group) for 2009/10
MATH 100/180 –104/184

Learning Goals: Course-level Learning Goals are completed for both courses. Overarching goals for the workshops are completed. Workshop-specific learning goals have been developed.   

Assessments: Workshops have regular quizzes
New Methods/Materials: 6 workshops have been reviewed so far.
MATH 257/316

Learning Goals: First draft of topic-level learning goals has been started. 

Assessments: none

New Methods/Materials: none
MATH 307

Learning Goals: Topic-level learning goals have been reviewed (Chapter 1 and 2 are completed)
Assessments: Online surveys
New Methods/Materials: Lecture Notes continue to be updated.

Plan for immediate future work

MATH 180/184 Workshops:

1. Continue to work with workshop coordinator to improve workshop problem sets.

2. Continue the literature search on group work and problem-solving.

3. Contact students with low workshop attendance to ask them why they are choosing not to attend.
4. Administer a student survey to collect data on student activities during the workshops and student satisfaction and compare with last year data.

MATH 257/316

1. Work with instructor to complete topic-level learning goals for the course. 

2. Archive Excel tutorials on CWSEI archive.

MATH 307

1. complete review of lecture notes and topic-level learning goals (Chapter 3 and 4);

2. help prepare assessment tools (lists of questions that can be asked in class, challenging homework assignments, online surveys);

3. continue to assess course material (assignments, exam questions, lecture notes) to make sure it matches course learning goals;

4. continue to do class observations and collect questions from students and instructor.
