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Specific activities performed by STLF
1) Professional development 

· Attended weekly reading group discussions

· Attended weekly STLF meetings

· Attended weekly NOJO meetings

2) MATH SEI general meetings/activity

· Attended weekly meeting with R. Froese to discuss progress and future plans

· met with Carl on 9/17 to discuss assessment strategies for Calculus Workshops and Math 152 computer Labs 

· attended Undergraduate Committee meeting on 9/18 to present the MATH SEI project 

· edited MATH SEI webpage. See www.math.ubc.ca/~cwsei

3) Course-specific meetings/activities

MATH 180/184 Workshops Project:

1. Attended six workshops (three MATH 180 sessions and 3 MATH 184 sessions).

2. Met with R. Anstee to discuss results of workshop observations (summary of results is attached).

3. Attended meeting with TAs working in the workshops and R. Anstee to discuss general issues in workshop management. 

4. Prepared a two-page sheet based on the INSPIRE model of Expert Tutors for future TA workshop training. Submitted to R. Anstee. (document is attached)

5. Prepared draft for an attitudinal survey to assess students’ perception of workshops. (document is attached)

6. reviewed content for MATH 184 week #4 workshop; suggested the addition of workshop-level learning goals and list of “pre-requisites” to complete the workshops successfully.  

MATH 152 ( Linear Systems  

Review first draft of topic-level learning goals (document is attached)

MATH 257/316 ( Partial Differential Equations

Developed another online tutorial on how to set up and use an EXCEL spreadsheet to compute the Fourier Series of a function (see www.math.ubc.ca/~costanza/cwsei.html)

MATH 256 – Differential Equations (Math component of Mech 221)

1. Met with B. Wetton and SEI TA to discuss computer labs.

2. Reviewed first prelab and lab material. Comments were sent to B. Wetton. Suggestions included: 

· the addition of explicit learning goals for both prelab and lab; 

· the addition of a list of “prerequisites” needed to complete the prelab successfully

Current Project Status

MATH 104/184 –100/180

Learning Goals: First draft of course-level goals is completed for MATH 104/184 and MATH 100/180. First draft of overarching goals for MATH 180/184 workshops is completed.   

Assessments: none

New Methods/Materials: none

MATH 152 

Learning Goals: First draft of topic-level learning goals is completed. 

Assessments: none

New Methods/Materials: none

MATH 257/316

Learning Goals: First draft of topic-level learning goals has been started. 

Assessments: none

New Methods/Materials: One EXCEL tutorial and three course-specific spreadsheet tutorials have been developed.    

MATH 256 (Mech 221)

Learning Goals: none

Assessments: none

New Methods/Materials: First pre-lab and lab is completed.

MATH 253 (Mech 222)

Learning Goals: First draft of course-level learning goals is completed. 

Assessments: none

New Methods/Materials: none

MATH 307

Learning Goals: First draft of topic-level learning goals is completed. 

Assessments: none

New Methods/Materials: none

Plan for immediate future work

MATH 104/184 –100/180

1. Work with R. Anstee to develop workshop-level Learning Goals and weekly list of pre-requisites; 

2. Interview W. Nagata about workshop format and learning goals;

3. Review thesis by Mary Nelson on CU;

4. Finalize and administer attitudinal survey to students to assess students’ perception of workshops. Collect and analyse data.

5. Collect information on Calculus placement tests administered in other universities.

6. Work with M. Maclean on Math 184 learning goals.

MATH 152 

1. Interview instructors of courses following MATH 152 to enquire about what they would like students to achieve in MATH 152.

2. Use information from interviews in 1. to develop final version of course learning goals.

3. Interview former TA's and students to determine what did and did not work in the previous labs. 

4. Analyse data from Mech 221 review quiz: 

· Study students’ answer to assess retention of basic MATLAB commands: one question given in the quiz also appeared in the April 2008 final exam so comparing students’ performance on both tests could gives some information on students’ retention. 

· Compare performance of students who did not take Math 152 (transfer students, etc.) with those who did.  

5. Examine students’ results at the end of the Mech 221 MATLAB module: compare performance of students who did not take MATH 152 (transfer students, etc.) with those who did to measure effects of MATH 152 computer labs.

MATH 257/316

1. Work with instructor to develop first draft of topic-level learning goals for the course. 

2. Continue the development of online Excel tutorials on how to set up and use spreadsheets to solve problems involving partial differential equations and series expansions. 

MATH 256 (Mech 221 math module) 

1. Work with instructor to write down learning goals for the labs and, possibly, complete learning goals for the math module.

2. Interview instructors in charge of other components of the course: Mech 221 is an integrated course where the math is interspersed with engineering material, thus any work involving Mech 221 computer labs will require some coordination with the engineering department.

3. Survey students at the end of the course to help determine the effectiveness of computer labs.

