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Specific activities performed by STLF

1) Professional development 

· Attended most of the weekly STLF meetings (Feb 29; Mar 7, 14).
· Attended one of the weekly Reading Group meetings (Feb 16).

· As part of the classroom observation practice for STLFs, I welcomed a few STLFs into my class for them to observe and give me feedback.  I also observed Joseph Lo substituting for Math 210 and provided feedback, along with Costanza Piccolo (Feb 13).

· Attended Course Design Community of Practice meeting (Feb 16): topic was blended courses; a presentation of current online tools supported by UBC as well as a discussion on local implementations of some of these items.
· Presented at Feb 2012 SIGMAA on RUME conference about the classroom methods comparison in Math 104 (joint work with Costanza Piccolo, David Kohler, Mark MacLean) in the “Preliminary Report” category.  The talk was very well received, and it seems that this community is quite interested in this type of work (implementation of existing theory in a real classroom setting, with comparison measurement).
· Writing progress: joined the Agraphia Group (Writing Club) started by James Day and others.  Met weekly with Costanza Piccolo and David Kohler to work on projects for publication, and met with them and Mark MacLean (Mar 5) to discuss further plans for our joint paper.
2) Department meetings/activity

· With David Kohler, led the discussion for the Math Teaching Seminar where the topic was student issues with the concept of variable (Feb 16).

· Presented at the Lunch Series for Teaching and Learning about our data and results from the calculus courses, especially from Math 104; title: What we have learned in Calculus class (Feb 28).  Good audience response to the types of issues we raised; key discussion topics were: why do we teach what we teach (content choices) and student background (diagnosing misconceptions).  There was some interest in the teaching methods experiment, though we may make this work more prominent in a future presentation.
· Attended talk by visiting math biologist and teaching innovator Chad Topaz (Mar 14) from Macalester College, whose lunch talk a couple of years ago was the first event in what became the Lunch Series in Teaching and Learning.  His presentation of an “inverted” math class (online lectures via smartpen, online discussion forum prior to class, extensive in-class work based on the lead-up) led to some good discussion by those attending from the department.

3) MATH SEI general meetings/activity

· Weekly meeting with other Math STLFs to discuss projects (Feb 29; Mar 7, 14).
· Math STLFs meeting with Sarah Gilbert to discuss project status (Feb 13).

4) Course-specific meetings/activities

MATH 104 – Differential Calculus for Social Sciences

1. Met with Costanza Piccolo on multiple occasions to discuss data collection and analysis; she and our TA (Tom Milnor) have been coding student responses on the December final exam.

2. Planned Math 104 assessment item validation interviews with Costanza Piccolo.

3. Began review WeBWorK session data in order to estimate work habits and time on task.  Some discussion with Greg Mayer, and I wrote the start of a script in R to process the WeBWorK access logs and plot 
MATH 358, MATLAB Labs

1. Corresponded with instructor and TAs.  Online hand-in for computer lab work has been popular; only a few students on the said they would prefer paper hand-in.  The TA in charge of grading the homework also handles it online, and says that after an initial period getting used to the software that it is going smoothly.
2. Reviewed the completed survey from earlier in the term.  The initial results were borne out by the remaining responses in the survey (see previous report).  We hope to see improvement on an end-of-term survey based on adjustments made from this earlier survey.
Previous MATLAB Labs (Math 152 and MECH 2)

1. Corresponded with instructor and TA.  Session logs are still being collected.  Labs have been tweaked a bit and completion/work level is about as expected based on these changes.
2. The TA this year is trying a new hand-in system for labs which permits students to submit work after their assigned lab period.  Previously, work was due at the end of the assigned lab period, which caused many students to come in early and still rush during the lab to finish activities and print, etc.  This new system is well-liked by students and seems to have calmed some of the panic during the lab periods; I will check into how reproducible it is for next year.
3. The instructor attended the session with Chad Topaz (above) and is interested in possible ways to put pre-lab items online, perhaps through videos/screencasts/pencasts and wiki use.

Plan for immediate future work

Teaching Math 184; soon will be reusing the second round of materials from last term’s experiment.

MATLAB Labs

1. Continue to review and observe computer labs for Math/Mech 358.
2. Run end-of-term survey for Math/Mech 358.

3. Continue to provide feedback on computer labs for Mech 222.

MATH 104/184:

1. Further attitude survey validation with Joseph Lo.
2. Review end-of-term survey data from Term 1.

3. Submit long-form conference paper on the teaching methods comparison.






